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UPC contracts Astra

transponder

Europe

SES Aslra, an SES Global com-
pany, and UPC have announced
the conclusion of an agreement
for a fourth transponder on the
Astra Salellile Systern al 19.2
degrees Easl.

The activation of a fourth
Astra transponder will allow UPC
to further enhance its pro-
gramme offering for its current
DTH markets in Humgary, the
Czech Republic and Slovakla,
The additional channel lina-up
includes MTG-owned Viasal Ex-
plarer and Viasal History, Car-
toon Metwork, AXMN and Boomer-
ang. UPC's dth trensponder is
located on Astra 1E.

Balazs Sranko, Managing
Director of UPC's satellite telavi-
gion service "UPC Direct Plus'
said: "UPC is wsing an exira
Astra transponder 1o provide s

satallite telavision customers in
Hungary, the Czech Republic,
and the Slovak Republic an ad-
ditiznal package of seven televi-
sion channels. This will enable
our customers to watch, in dig-
Ital quality, even more top qual-
ity entertaining and educational
programmes.”

Alexander Cudendijk, Sen-
lor Viee President & Chisl Com-
merclal Officer at SES Astra,
commentad: *We are very
pleased with the agreament on
the new transponder, which will
allow UPC to further expand In
the Central and Eesterm Euro-
pean markets. This is UPC™s
Tourth Astra transponder since
the launch of its satellite telavi-
sion servica 'UPC Direct Plus'in
2002, which demonsirates the
large growth polential in these

markets. Togedher with UPC, we
are fully cornmitted Lo the Turther
development of the Direct-To-
Home (OTH) markats in Central
and Eastarn Europe. We thera-
fore wery much appreciale the
solid and close partnership with
UPC as the leading DTH bou-
quet provider for the region and
look foreard Lo a continued fruit-
ful co-operation.”

In the framework of the
transponder agreament, UPC
Diract seleciad SES Astra
TechCom 5.4, the recenlly &s-
tablished technical services and
producte subsidiary of SES
Astra, for the provision of a new
uplink station that will transmit
the additional channels, The
uplink station will be installed in
The Metherlands next to UPC
Direct's uplink antennas. [}

Hispasat certifies

Integrasys

Spain

Satellite service provider
Hizpaszat has certified
Integrasys' SatmotionPocket to
be fully compliant to its radio and

IP broadiand hub systems re-
quirements. The Integrasys tool
has been integratad at Hispasat
hub station to perform the line-
up and commissioning of Satel-
lite: Imteractive Terminals (SIT).
“Hispasat has adoptad
Intagrasys’ SatmotionPocket
System, which soles our SIT
line-up operational needs, an-
suring an scalable, reliable and
aasy daploymant of bwa-way sal-
ellite terminals, This ool simpli-
fies and speeds up the Installa-
tlon process of VSATs" - gays
Carles Blanco, Hispasal Head of
Broadband Saervices.
SatmationPocket is currentty
being used by Hispasat and fts
Brazilian subsidiary Hispamar
far SITs alignment. Its satellis
fleet provides broadband data
services to South and Morth
America, Europe and Middle-

EMEA

Tha SES Group has increasad
its sharahoiding in Satlynx from
41 per cent lo 7T per cent, tak-
ing full operational contral. As
a rasult of the aguity realign-
ment, Alcatel Space and Gilat
now hold B per cent and 17 per
cent of the shares of Sathynx,
respectively. The SES parfici-
pation will be managed
through SES Astra, the lead-
ing sateliite services provider
in Europe, and the company
managing the SES Groups
activitles in the Europe
theMiddle East and Africa
{EMEA) ragion.

Fardinand Kayssr, Presi-
dent and CEQ of SES Asira,
atated: “Thia shareholder re-
structuring enables us to fur-

olding n Satlynx

thar align Satlynx with the stra-
tegic objectives of SES Astra.
Satlynx's managed networks
expertlse complements SES
Astra’s and is consistant with
our strategy of devaloping our
ability to provide end-to-end
customer solutions

Faul Heinerscheid, CED of
Satlynx, commented: “This
shareholder restructuring,
along with the operational In-
tegration into SES Astra, pro-
vides Satlynx with a secure fi-
nanclal base and enhances
our market poaition. [t enables
us to tap existing and proven
rasourcas for the development
of new business opportunities,
and to strangthen Satlynx's
competitive positioning” O

Easl from the 30 degrees and
the 61 degrees West orbital po-
Bitions.

The Spanish operafor cur-
reilly manages the world's kng-
est multimedia broadband plat-
form based on Direct Video

Broadeasting Return Channel
via Satellife (VB-RCE), the two
way communication over eatal-
lite standard that enables manu-
facturers interoperabilily, ven-
dars choice and affordable
prices to customars. a

MSV patent
awarded

Morth America

Muobile Sataliite Ventures (MSV)
has bean awarded its fifth hybrid
salellile=terrestrial system pal-
ent, covering 34 claims. The
award of this patent brings the
tatal number of awardad claims
for MSY originated Ancillary Ter-
reafrial Component (ATC) pat-
anis to approximatety 850 In ad-
dition, M5V hae added to its ex-
pansive developead holdings the
entire patent pertfalio of Calsal,
one of the original developers of
the hybrid satellite-tarrastrial
systam concept.

Thig latest patent [$suance,
together with the Celsat acqui-
sition, accalerates MS5Wa posi-
tion as the lsadar in the forafrant
of ATC technology. “Early on,
M3V recognised the criticality of
devaloping 'the best in class”
ATC patent portfolio” stated Al-
exander H, Good, Vice Chalr-
man (WC) and Chief Executive
Officer (CED) of MEW

“MEV has had a sharp focus
on the development of the most
efficlent and effective means to
implement each and evary ele-
mant of ATC. IFit touchas an ATC
systam, MSY has thought long
and hard aboul thal lechnology
and has an Intricate matrix of
patents covaring all those com-
ponants” he added.

The most recent patent -
Systems and Methods for
Handover Belwesn Space
Based and Tarrastrial
Radisterminal Cornmunications,
and for Monitoring Terrestrially
Reusad Satellita Fraquencies at
a Radicterminal 1o Reduce Po-
tential Imterferance - desoribes
ways of minimising uplink inter-
feramce from ATC terminals to a
satallite by handing over commu-
nications from the ATC fo the
satellite,

The patent also describes
howi satallite signals received at
ATC terminals may be monitored
to determine polential interfer-
ence, “This patent sets the pa-
rameters for uplink interferenca-
drivan handover,” said Dr
Santanu Dulta, Vice President
(VP) systems engineering at
MSW. a
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